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Turkish Ebru Marbling Workshop
Speaker: Ms. Selen Bekiroglu
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Imagine making a picture on water!!
Then imagine making the picture disappear from the water
and re-appear on paper!

B — T EKEES |
PEEGE—T » EEEREOKFUHRIER T KL |

Ebru is the traditional Turkish art of creating colorful patterns by
sprinkling and brushing color pigments
onto a basin of oily water
and then transferring the patterns to paper.
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Turkish Marbling Art “EBRU” THHEAKEHHLUFKE
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Origin of Ebru is unknown but said to have originated in Central Asia.
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CaIIed Abru (surface of water) or Ebri (clouds) in Iran (Persia).
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Turkish people brought it to Anatolia. It became known as Ebru.
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17th century: Ebru spread in Europe as “Turkish paper marbling art”.
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Materials used in Ebru {5 FHEVAF¥EH
1. Basin &F

- Container for the special water base.
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2. Water 7K

- Traditionally tap water is used but it is impossible to form
patterns and flower shapes because the movement of the
colors cannot be controlled.

- {H&E EEAEOK - B EAE BRI EED - AR
[ ESIREPAS NG

- The viscosity of the fluid base needs to be higher than water
and for this reason different materials have been used over the
years > e.g. okra, several celluloses, gum tragacanth, linseed.
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- OIld masters used rainwater for their marbling, but | do not think
rainwater today would be sufficiently pure. If possible clear
water must be used.
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Materials used in Ebru {5 FHRY#1E
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3. Brushes &%
- Traditionally made of horsehair and rose branches
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4. Paper Z&k
- Any kind of absorbent paper
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5. Dyes or Coloring Agents ZufelEE |

- Mineral pigments were used since very early times.
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- Today we use different kinds of pigments: water soluble colors,
synthetic paints, water colours, acrylic paints, and ink-type pigments.
They will produce different results.
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Materials u in Ebru {&EFHEARE
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- Obtained from large cattle or other animals.
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- It lowers viscosity (surface tension) of the base liquid and enables
the paint to disperse on the water surface.
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- Gall is the key to ebru. Dyes without gall will sink to the
bottom of the tray.
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- Gall is like a glue. It helps the dye stick on paper.
- BETEEEEIK - HBIERRPREEAR L -

- Gall separates colors on the water surface. This is very important
for the ebru technique.
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Materials used in Ebru {&EHE# R
7. VISCOSIty improvers (Base) REEHKGER] (EK)

The viscosity of the fluid base should be higher than that of water.
- EORAREEE E S Y /K AYREEE ©
- Different materials have been used over the years: badderlocks,
linseed, quince seeds, okra, several celluloses and gum tragacanth.
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8. Auxiliary Materials $§Bh#47}
- A “comb” is a soft piece of wood or cardboard on which sewing

needles, pins or fine nails are fixed at equal intervals.
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Double Rake

Scraper Stick

Wide-Spaced
Comb

Fine-Tooth
Comb




Types of traditional Turkish marbling art

{H47
% Gelgit - Tidal ¥

Bulbul yuvasi - Hatip — Orator j§is73% Dalgali — Wavy 7 B4Y

Nightingale Nest 7% & &

RN

Taraki — Comb i F
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Battal Ebru A&0%/KE

* This is the oldest pattern that we know.
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Gelgit (Tidal, or come and go) E;¥4X

» For this pattern we should use tools of various sizes.
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Taraki - Comb ¥+

e This pattern is obtained by working with a “comb” .
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Bulbul yuvasi — Nightingale Nest IH#’&Z &
Hatip — Orator JE:R
Dalgali — Wavy JFR#

* The Nightingale Nest, Orator, and Wavy pattern, and other various beautiful designs can be formed using combs and biz.
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The application of Tulips EEEE 4




The Flowers Application FEF-HIIE

The flowers that are generally used in ebru designs are tulip,
rose and violet.
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Let’'s do Ebru together!
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Preparation Y8/ T{E

e 1. Cover table with newspaper or tablecloth. FH¥R4k e EAn S (F 2T -
. Fill basin with 1” tap water. 1F 2T A 1SERFAY /K ©

. Cut drawing paper to size smaller than your basin. JE&akF ik tE 2/ N R T -

. Have paint brushes, bamboo skewers or toothpicks ready. 2 =5 ~ 7% A5 -

. Paint: use “cellulose thickener” for convenience. EER} : B H{EHER, » SH(HH “@sE=tuidn] -
. If you use acrylic paint 215151 FH PN G e EEfl

e A) Put some paint in a container (e.g. paper cup) and gradually add small amounts of water to
make it thinner.
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e B) Prepare a thickened water base. Bring 3 cups of water to boil. Mix 2 tablespoons cornstarch in %
cup water to make a smooth paste. Add to boiling water and slowly stir for 3 mins to mix
thoroughly. Turn off heat and let cool for a couple hours.
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BE CREATIVE t 33E(E
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The marbled paper may be framed, or used for
decorating notebooks or boxes, or made into
other crafts.
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Experiment with different materials such as wood,
plastic, and fabric.
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Next Workshop:
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Speaker: Mr. Aravinda Adhikari
Date: 26/09/2020 (Saturday)
Time: 11:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.
Venue: Zoom
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H#H: 202068295 26H
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Website:http://arts.cuhk.edu.hk/~ant//knowledge-
transfer/multiculturalism-in-action/index.html

Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/MIACUHK/
?2epa=SEARCH BOX

Gule glle!! Goodbye!!


http://arts.cuhk.edu.hk/%7Eant/knowledge-transfer/multiculturalism-in-action/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/MIACUHK/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
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